
We all know her. We all love her. Most of us want to be her. But how did she get famous? 

Socialite, entertainer, D.J, businesswoman, model, influencer, and hotel heiress. Just a few of 

the many personas accumulated by the iconic American media personality, Paris Hilton. Starting 

at just 16 years old, Paris became a known socialite in New York City, before becoming, what 

some might say, one of the most famous people in the world.  

 

Skipping high school classes to go out and party night after night was her daily routine when her 

family moved from sunny California to the Big Apple. She was rebellious and unstoppable and 

did not care what anyone had to say about it. Her social scene only got bigger and bigger 

throughout her later teenage years after getting into modeling, and soon everyone was fixated 

on her lavish lifestyle. She influenced the stories every tabloid printed and guided the way 

media was evolving. She even had her own show with Nicole Richie, The Simple Life, which 

really catapulted her career into fame. But more than anything, the one thing that got the 

tabloids talking, was her leaked sex tape with her then-boyfriend Nick Salomon in 2003.  

 

Paris was one the first celebrities to be going through all of these major scandals in the public 

eye at such a young age. In many ways Paris paved the way for many celebrities that rose to 

fame after she did, such as Kim Kardasdhian. In Paris’ 2020 documentary, This is Paris, Kim 

makes an appearance and states how the best advice Paris ever gave her was to literally just 

“watch her”. I mean have you ever heard better advice?  

Paris is really the one who kickstarted Kim Kardashian's fame. Kim appeared on The Simple 

Life for a while, as her friend but Paris also hired her to be her personal stylist on the show. She 

gained media attention and fame from her appearances in the show and her iconic photos after 

nights out partying with Paris.  

Hilton is known for all of these eccentric scandals and stories, but some fans refer to her as “the 

original influencer.” I mean think about it, she was the first it-girl to really thrive in the early 



2000’s. Whether you knew her for her party animal phase, seemingly dumb persona, sex tape, 

or even just her bleach blonde hair, you knew her… and still do. She basically employed all 

paparazzi in the area for years, since she was always out partying while followed by mobs of 

fans and photographers. Back then, just one photo of Paris could be sold for around $50,000 to 

any media outlet willing to pay, and trust me they were fighting for every photo.  

Paris created the blueprint for future socialites, influencers, and American media personalities. 

Since starting the trend of “famous, for being famous” she has allowed other celebrities to 

create their own start to fame by just being themselves to the fullest extent. I mean come on, 

Thats Hot! While we are still trying to follow in the footsteps of the original icon, she is making 

moves in the world of D.J-ing, using her voice in politics, and being a bad-ass business woman. 

SLIVING her way through anything that comes her way.  


